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PREFACE 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Saffron  Walden  Rural  District 

Council. 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1949. 

The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the  population,  16,830,  was  420 
less  than  his  estimate  for  the  previous  year.  That  estimate  had  shown  an 
increase  of  750  as  compared  with  the  Estimate  for  the  year  1947,  and  an 
increase  of  1,280  on  the  estimate  for  1946. 

The  most  remarkable  item  in  the  Vital  Statistics  for  the  year  1949 
was  the  low  Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age.  This  was  9  per 
1,000  births;  the  corresponding  rate  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales 
was  32. 

During  the  general  prevalence  of  poliomyelitis,  the  Rural  District  had 
rather  more  than  its  share  of  cases.  Of  the  27  patients  notified,  26  were 
regarded  as  true  cases.  Two  of  the  patients,  a  man  aged  29  and  a  woman 
aged  22,  died  after  a  few  days’  illness.  In  twelve  cases  there  was  definite 
paralysis,  and  in  two  of  these,  a  man  aged  36  and  a  woman  aged  23  had 
severe  paralysis. 

An  Official  Guide  to  the  National  Health  Services  is  now  available 
in  the  form  of  a  handbook  which  has  recently  been  compiled  by  the  Local 
Health  Authority.  The  handbook  sets  out  in  some  detail  the  aims  of  the 
services  already  functioning  and  of  those  which  are  to  be  made  available. 
It  also  contains  information  relating  to  the  Regional  Hospital  Boards, 
Executive  Council,  National  Assistance  Board,  etc.,  and  explains  the  nature 
of  the  services  for  which  each  statutory  authority  is  responsible. 

Undoubtedly  there  is  still  a  good  deal  of  confusion  in  the  public  mind 
with  regard  to  the  identity  and  functions  of  various  authorities.  One  reason 
for  such  confusion  is  the  fact  that  similar  terms  are  now  in  use  which  have 
very  different  applications.  Examples  are:  Public  Health  Services  and 
National  Health  Services,  Local  Health  Authorities  and  Local  Sanitary 
Authorities,  County  Areas  and  County  Districts. 

The  Rural  District  Council,  as  Local  Sanitary  Authority,  is  respon¬ 
sible  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  for  the  administration  of  a  wide  range  of 
Public  Health  Services.  Such  duties  are  almost  entirely  unaffected  by  the 
operation  of  the  National  Health  Act. 

As  a  County  District  this  Rural  District  is  one  of  twelve  which  con¬ 
stitute  the  Mid-Essex  Divisional  Area,  centred  on  Chelmsford.  It  has  one 
representative  serving  on  the  Area  Sub-Committee  which  is  responsible 
to  the  Local  Health  Authority  for  the  routine  administration  of  many 
National  Health  Services. 


S.  R.  RICHARDSON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


STATISTICS  OF  THE  AREA  FOR  THE  YEAR  1949 


Area:  78,585  Acres. 

Population  (Registrar  General’s  estimate):  16,830 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (December,  1949)  according  to  rate  books: 
5,378. 

Rateable  value :  £73,791.  Product  of  a  penny  rate :  £281. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Male 

Female 

Total 

[Legitimate 

158 

134 

292 

Live  Births  \ 

(Illegitimate 

10 

6 

16 

Still  Births 

3 

3 

6 

Deaths 

101 

94 

195 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population: 

18.5 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population 

:  11.58 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  causes :  None. 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year :  3 

Death  Rate  of  infants  under  one  year  per  1,000  births:  9.0 

Death  Rate  of  infants  under  one  year  in  England  and  Wales  for  the  year 
1949  was  32  per  1,000  births. 


There  were  no  deaths  from  the  infectious  diseases  Measles  and  Whoop¬ 
ing  Cough,  and  no  deaths  of  infants  under  two  years  of  age  from  Diarrhoea. 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OE  HEALTH  SERVICES 


Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority  :  — 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  :  — 

S.  R.  Richardson,  b.a.,  m.d.,  d.p.h. 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector :  — 

A.  Armes,  m.r.san.i.,  m.s.i.a.,  cert.  R.s.i.  as  Inspector  of  Meat 
and  Foods. 

Sanitary  Inspector :  — 

G.  E.  EIawthorn,  m.s.i.a. 


Hospitals: — Hospitals  in  the  administrative  County  of  Essex,  with 
the  exception  of  those  in  Saffron  Walden,  are  in  the  North-East  Metro¬ 
politan  Regional  Hospital  area;  the  Saffron  Walden  Districts  are  included 
in  the  East  Anglian  Regional  Hospital  area. 

Twelve  Hospital  Management  Committees  have  been  set  up  in  the 
East  Anglian  Board  area.  The  Saffron  Walden  hospitals  come  under  the 
Cambridge  and  Newmarket  Hospital  Management  Committee. 

Ambulance  Facilities >: — A  day  and  night  ambulance  service  is  pro¬ 
vided  by  the  County  Council.  Except  in  cases  of  emergency,  ambulances 
are  booked  on  the  recommendation  of  a  hospital,  or  of  a  doctor,  home 
nurse,  midwife  or  other  competent  person.  For  emergency  cases  an  ambul¬ 
ance  is  called  by  dialling  “O”  or  “01”  (according  to  area)  and  asking  for 
an  ambulance. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

Water : — Chemical  and  bacteriological  examination  of  the  public  sup¬ 
plies  showed  that  the  water  continued  to  be  of  a  high  standard  of  organic 
quality  and  bacterial  purity.  The  difficulty  of  excessive  iron  in  sections 
of  the  Southern  Supply,  which  had  apparently  been  overcome  by  the 
provision  of  a  filtration  plant  three  years  ago,  recurred.  Further  measures 
for  overcoming  this  defect  have  been  taken  by  the  Surveyor. 

The  Engineer  and  Surveyor,  who  is  responsible  for  the  maintenance 
of  main  supplies,  reports  as  follows :  — 

1.  “The  water  supply  in  the  area  has  been  satisfactory  in  both  quality 
and  quantity,  with  the  exception  of  certain  sections  of  the  Southern  Area 
where  the  quality  leaves  much  to  be  desired.  This  is  due  to  the  presence  of 
iron  in  solution  in  the  water  and  steps  are  now  being  taken  to  reduce  this 
by  the  addition  of  lime  at  the  pumping  station,  to  remove  the  free  carbon 
dioxide  from  the  water  and  minimise  the  possibility  of  iron  pick-up  in  the 
mains. 

“The  quantity  available  in  the  Farnham  district  is  not  entirely  satisfac¬ 
tory  and  this  is  due  to  its  remoteness  from  the  town  and  the  increasing  de¬ 
mand  on  the  mains  supplying  this  district. 
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TYPICAL  RESULTS  OF  ANALYSES  OF  PUBLIC  WATER 

SUPPLIES 


i 


Test 

Hempstead 

Newport 

Source 

Henham  Wendens  Linton 

Stansted 

Works 

Works 

Works 

Ambo 

Works 

Water 

Works 

Water 

Works 

Physical  characters 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Reaction  ( ph  value ) 

7.0 

7.2 

7.1 

7.3 

7.3 

7.1 

Parts  per  Million 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides 

15 

14 

15 

13 

15 

18 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrates 

2.8 

3.8 

0.0 

3.6 

4.2 

4.2 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrites 

Less 

Less 

Less 

Less 

Less 

Less 

than 

than 

than 

than 

than 

than 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

Free  Ammonia 

0.000 

0.000 

0.015 

0.010 

0  000 

0.000 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

i  0.000 

0.000 

0.000 

0.000 

0.000 

0.000 

Oxygen  absorbed  in 

4  hrs.  at  27°C 

0.05 

0.10 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide 

38 

22 

30 

17 

15 

29 

Alkalinity  (Ca.C03) 

265 

245 

265 

240 

205 

250 

Total  Solids 
(dried  180°C) 

370 

355 

370 

370 

350 

375 

Residual  Chlorine 

Absent 

Absent 

Absent 

Absent 

Absent  Absent 

Metals 

Absent 

Absent 

Iron  0.20 

Zinc  1.0 

Absent  Absent 

Bacteriological  Examination : 

Probable  number  of 
Coliform  bacilli  per 
100  mis.  (2  days 


at  37°C) 

Probable  number  of 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

faecal  coli 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Hardness : 

Total  (pts.  per  million) 

310 

305 

320 

300 

280 

320 

Temporary  (do.  do.) 

265 

245 

265 

240 

205 

250 

Permanent  (do.  do.) 

45 

60 

55 

60 

75 

70 
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2.  “In  all  the  pipe  supplies  provided  by  the  Council,  the  water  is 
chlorinated  at  the  Pumping  Station.  Four  samples  of  the  raw  water,  one 
each  from  the  Council’s  Pumping  Stations,  were  taken  for  bacteriological 
and  chemical  analyses,  and  all  proved  satisfactory.  In  addition  twelve  samples 
were  taken  from  services  and  these  proved  satisfactory  likewise. 

3.  “The  waters  are  not  liable  to  plumbo-solvent  action. 

4.  “No  contamination  has  occurred  in  the  Council’s  supplies. 

5.  “I  regret  that  pending  a  survey  of  the  district  no  accurate  figures 
are  available  regarding  the  number  of  houses  supplied  either  direct  or  by 
standpipes.” 

Se7verage  and  Drainage'. — No  definite  progress  was  made  during  the 
year  in  relation  to  the  proposed  sewerage  scheme  for  the  whole  district,  but 
at  Newport,  where  the  Surveyor  had  been  authorised  to  install  two  electric 
pumps  for  the  purpose  of  dealing  with  a  serious  infiltration  of  water  into 
the  sewers,  the  two  pumps  were  installed  and  the  effluent  which  had  been 
unsatisfactory  is  now  of  a  high  standard. 

Housing: — The  number  of  new  houses  completed  in  1949  was  50, 
while  100  others  were  in  course  of  construction.  The  number  of  licences 
granted  for  the  building  of  private  houses  was  17. 

In  selecting  tenants  for  the  houses  built  by  the  Council  the  policy  of 
dealing  with  each  case  on  its  merits  was  maintained,  due  regard  being  given 
to  rhe  abatement  of  overcrowding.  Of  the  144  families  who  were  living  in 
overcrowded  conditions  at  the  date  of  the  Housing  Survey,  20  were  trans¬ 
ferred  to  Council  houses  and  in  a  further  26  cases  overcrowding  was  abated. 

The  problem  of  providing  drainage  for  Council  houses  in  course  of 
construction  was  one  which  received  a  good  deal  of  consideration.  It  was 
realised  that  even  in  villages  most  urgently  in  need  of  drainage  systems,  no 
village  sewerage  scheme  could  be  in  operation  by  the  time  the  new  houses 
would  be  ready  for  occupation. 

The  only  temporary  measure  which  would  be  likely  to  operate  without 
delay  appeared  to  be  the  installation  of  watertight  cesspools,  and  provision 
made  for  emptying  them. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

Milk  Supply: — On  the  1st  October,  1949,  the  Food  and  Drugs  (Milk 
and  Dairies)  Act,  1944,  came  into  operation.  The  Milk  and  Dairies  Regula¬ 
tions,  1949,  also  came  into  operation  on  that  date. 

Under  the  Act  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  took  over  responsibility  for 
supervising  the  production  of  milk,  the  registration  and  inspection  of  dairy 
farms  and  the  issue  of  producers’  licences.  District  Sanitary  Authorities  are 
still  responsible  for  the  registration  of  milk  distributors  and  general  control  of 
milk  distribution.  The  duties  of  supervising  water  supplies  to  dairy  farms  are 
also  retained. 
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Other  Regulations  coming  into  operation  on  the  1st  October,  1949  were, 
The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised  Milk)  Regula¬ 
tions,  and  the  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations. 

Local  Sanitary  Authorities  now  have  power  to  stop  a  milk  supply  for 
a  time  where  there  is  evidence  that  the  milk  may  be  a  source  of  infection 
with  any  disease  communicable  to  man. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS) 
DURING  THE  YEAR  1949 


Measles 

...  276 

Meningitis 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

...  49 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

1 

Poliomyelitis 

...  26 

Jaundice 

2 

Scarlet  Fever 

10 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

Pneumonia 

1 

Dysentry 

1 

Acute  Poliomyelitis : — Between  the  22nd  June  and  the  30th  November, 
1949,  27  patients  were  notified  as  probable  cases  of  poliomyelitis,  and  26  of 
these  cases  were  subsequently  confirmed. 

The  dates  on  which  the  cases  were  notified,  and  the  parishes  in  which 
they  occurred  were  as  follows :  — 

Female,  age  2  years,  22nd  June,  Elsenham. 

Male,  age  9  years,  26th  June,  Elsenham. 

Male,  age  31  years,  21st  July,  Henham. 

Female,  age  23  years,  24th  July,  Elsenham. 

Female,  age  57  years,  9th  August,  Stansted. 

Male,  age  31  years,  20th  August,  Stansted. 

Female,  age  22  years,  24th  August,  Stansted. 

Male,  age  36  years,  26th  August,  Chrishall. 

Male,  age  45  years,  28th  August,  Farnham. 

Female,  age  14  years,  11th  September,  Henham. 

Female,  age  16  years,  15th  September,  Stansted. 

Female,  age  20  years,  20th  September,  Stansted. 

Female,  age  38  years,  22nd  September,  Ugley. 

Male,  age  13  years,  26th  September,  Wicken. 

Male,  age  29  years,  27th  September,  Stansted. 

Male,  age  3  years,  27th  September,  Ugley. 

Male,  age  11  years,  3rd  October,  Elsenham. 

Male,  age  11  years,  5th  October,  Arkesden. 

Male,  age  6  years,  11th  October,  Newport. 

Male,  age  6  years,  17th  October,  Clavering. 

Male,  age  1-|  years,  19th  October,  Wicken. 

Male,  age  29  years,  26th  October,  Arkesden. 

Male,  age  10  months,  30th  October,  Arkesden- 
Male,  age  3  months,  2nd  November,  Stansted. 

Male,  age  2  years,  2nd  November,  Newport. 

Female,  age  10  years,  30th  November,  Elsenham. 
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In  twelve  cases  there  was  definite  paralysis,  and  in  two  of  these,  a  male 
igcd  36  years  and  a  female  aged  23  years,  the  paralysis  was  severe.  Two  of 
he  patients,  a  male  aged  29  years  and  a  female  aged  22  years,  died  after  a 
srief  illness. 

Although  it  was  not  possible  to  establish  a  definite  connecting  link  bet- 
veen  any  two  of  the  cases,  the  distribution  would  appear  to  indicate  a 
preading  of  the  disease  from  the  southern  portion  of  the  district  northwards 
o  a  line  drawn  through  the  village  of  Newport.  In  the  prevalence  of  1947, 
tine  of  the  ten  cases  notified  occurred  in  the  villages  north  of  this  line. 

It  is  also  of  interest  to  recall  that  in  the  epidemic  of  1938,  when  the 
liscase  was  very  prevalent  in  the  neighbouring  Rural  Districts,  the  Saffron 
Valden  District  was  singularly  free. 

In  carrying  out  the  extensive  investigations  in  relation  to  the  epidemic, 
he  staff  benefited  greatly  from  the  guidance  of  Dr  A.  M.  McFarlan  of  the 
department  of  Pathology,  Cambridge,  whose  visits  to  the  District  were  most 
elpful. 

Tuberculosis 


1 

NEW  CASES 

DEATHS 

Age  Period 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

j  Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

.Jnder  1  year 

1  to  5  years 

1 

1 

5  to  15  years 

5  to  25  years 

2 

1 

:5  to  35  years 

2 

1 

2 

5  to  45  years 

3 

5  to  55  years 

5  to  65  years 

5  upwards 
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SENIOR  SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1949 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Saffron  Walden  Rural  District 
Council. 

Mr  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  for  your  consideration  the  Annual  Report 
upon  the  work  of  the  Department. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 

Inspections  made  during  the  year  totalled  3,266  and  details  as  to  the 
nature  of  these  inspections  arc  given  below :  — 

Housing  inspections  and  Revisits  ...  ...  ...  1,074 

Inspections  re  Overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  98 

Investigations  regarding  Council  House  Applications  ...  658 

Inspections  of  Council  Houses  and  Requisitioned  properties 

regarding  cleanliness,  management,  lodgers,  etc.  ...  272 

Inspections  in  connection  with  Public  Health  Nuisances  ...  52 

Inspections  of  premises  infested  with  vermin,  etc.  ...  26 

Visits  in  connection  with  Infectious  Diseases  ...  ...  113 

Visits  in  connection  with  Rodent  Destruction  (not  including 

operator’s  visits)  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

Inspections  of  Cowsheds  and  Dairies  ...  ...  64 

Inspections  of  Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  12 

Inspections  of  Slaughterhouses  ...  ...  ...  125 

Inspections  of  Food  Premises,  Shops,  etc.  ...  ...  27 

Inspections  of  Factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Inspections  of  Ice  Cream  Premises  ...  ...  ...  38 

Inspections  of  proposed  new  drainage  works  ...  ...  114 

Number  of  new  drainage  systems  tested  ...  ...  52 

Inspections  in  connection  with  defective  drainage  ...  181 

Visits  in  connection  with  Refuse  and  Night  Soil  Collection 

and  Salvage  ...  ...  ...  ...  144 

Inspections  in  connection  with  Water  Supplies  ...  27 

Number  of  water  samples  collected  (not  including  main 

supplies  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Inspections  in  connection  with  Moveable  Dwellings  ...  79 

Miscellaneous  Visits  ...  ...  ...  .  50 
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INSPECTION  OF  FACTORIES 


Details  of  Inspections  carried  out  under  the  Factories  Act,  1937  for 
purposes  of  provisions  as  to  Health  are  given  in  the  following  table:  — 


Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

PREMISES 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Section 

1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local 

Authorities 

32 

14 

2 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

62 

16 

5 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 

(excluding  out-workers 

premises) 

6 

2 

Total  ... 

100 

32 

7 

— 

There  were  7  cases  in  which  unsuitable  or  defective  sanitary  conven¬ 
iences  were  found  and  remedied- 


HOUSING 

(a)  Council  Houses. 

The  programme  of  Council  House  construction  continued  steadily  dur¬ 
ing  the  year  and  the  following  figures  indicate  the  position  at  31st  December, 


1949: 

Council  houses  completed  since  1945  ...  ...  ...  110 

Prefabricated  bungalows  completed  since  1945  ...  ...  50 

Hutments  converted:  completed  since  1945  ...  ...  11 


Total  170 

Number  of  private  houses  erected  since  1945  ...  ...  40 


Council  houses  under  construction  at  31st  December,  1949  ...  100 

In  order  to  make  the  fullest  possible  use  of  the  Ministry’s  housing  alloc¬ 
ation  in  relation  to  the  housing  needs  of  each  parish,  the  Department  was 
instructed  to  prepare  a  report  on  the  housing  needs  of  each  village  indicating 
the  actual  number  of  necessitous  applicants.  This  report,  which  involved 
investigation  into  each  case,  was  presented  to  the  Council  during  the  year. 
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In  addition  to  indicating  the  “immediate”  housing  need  of  each  parish 
it  was  possible,  by  using  the  information  gained  during  the  Rural  Housing 
Survey,  to  present  the  “long  term”  housing  requirements  so  as  to  assist  the 
Sites  Committee  in  their  task  of  selecting  additional  building  sites  in  various 
parishes. 

Furthermore,  it  was  possible  to  advise  the  Council  as  to  the  sizes  of 
families  in  need  of  accommodation  and  the  types  of  houses  required. 

Below  is  given  a  Summary  of  the  total  figures  under  each  heading : 
Total  No.  of  Applications  received  ...  ...  ...  ...  847 

Necessitous '  Applicants : 

(a)  Overcrowded  or  Bedroom  Deficiency 

(b)  Sharing  Homes 

(c)  Bad  Housing 

(d)  Requisitioned  Properties  Needed  by  Owners 

Approved  Farmers’  Applications 
Total  No.  of  Houses  Needed  Immediately 
Deduct  No.  of  Houses  in  course  of  construction 
Additional  No.  of  Houses  Needed  Immediately 


“ Long  Term ”  Requirements'. 

(a)  Confirmed  Demolition  Orders  (Not  Applicants)  ...  42 

(b)  Overcrowded  Cases  (Not  Applicants)  ...  ...  22 

(c)  Houses  in  “Slum  Clearance”  category  ...  ...  422 

Total  “Long  Term”  Requirements  ...  ...  ...  486 

Total  Requirements  “Immediate”  and  “Long  Term”  ...  ...  780 


The  statistics  relating  to  each  Parish  are  kept  up-to-date  as  regards 
new  applications,  withdrawals,  and  allocation  of  tenancies,  etc.,  so  that  a 
complete  picture  is  always  available  of  the  housing  position. 

The  arrangement  whereby  the  Department  investigates  the  housing 
conditions  of  each  applicant  and  reports  to  the  Tenancy  Committee  con¬ 
tinued  to  work  satisfactorily,  and  it  is  already  proving  evident  that  this 
policy  is  instrumental  in  clearing  the  “hard  core”  of  bad  housing  and  over¬ 
crowding  cases  in  parishes  which  have  received  a  reasonable  allocation  of 
houses.  Moreover,  it  has  been  possible  to  co-ordinate  the  work  with  action 
under  Sections  9  and  11  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  (Repairs  and  Demolition 
Orders). 

During  the  year  the  Council  gave  careful  consideration  to  the  booklet 
issued  by  the  Central  Housing  Advisory  Committee  on  “The  Selection  of 
Tenants.”  Whilst  this  appeared  to  endorse  generally  the  policy  already 
adopted,  the  Council  drew  up  a  1 7  point  Memorandum  for  the  guidance  of 
the  Tenancy  Committee  and  these  principles  are  carefully  adhered  to. 

The  following  Summary  indicates  the  position  regarding  Overcrowding 
existing  in  the  District  at  the  beginning  and  end  of  the  year  1949 :  — 


188 

48 

12 

30 

422 

128 

295 
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SUMMARY  OF  OVERCROWDING  AND  ABATEMENT 


Houses  where  No.  of  “persons”  exceeded  the  Permitted  Number  by :  — 


Borderline 
Permitted  No.  = 
No.  of  persons 

\  person 

1  person 

H  persons 

2  persons 

persons 

3  persons 

4  persons 

42  persons 

TOTALS 

Cases  on  Register 
31.12.48  or  ascer¬ 
tained  during  1949 

40 

30 

20 

15 

2 

2 

1 

4 

1 

115 

No.  of  cases  abated 
during  1949  by  re¬ 
moval  to  Council 
Houses 

4 

9 

3 

2 

2 

20 

No.  of  cases  other¬ 
wise  abated  during 
1949 

11 

6 

3 

2 

2 

2 

_ 

26 

Cases  on  Register 
31.12.49 

25 

15 

24 

11 

— 

_ 

1 

2 

1 

69 

It  will  be  seen  that  considerable  improvement  was  brought  about  during 
the  year  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  progress  in  new  house  construction  will 
help  to  reduce  the  number  of  cases  still  further  in  the  near  future. 

Apart  from  the  reduction  of  overcrowding  a  large  number  of  cases 
where  “bedroom  deficiency”  was  a  serious  factor  were  dealt  with  by  re¬ 
housing. 

The  Council  were  actively  engaged  during  the  year  in  dealing  with  the 
serious  housing  conditions  of  the  40  families  residing  in  Nissen  type  huts  at 
Slansted  Airport.  Following  negotiations  with  the  Ministries  concerned  and 
Bishop’s  Stortford  U.D.C.,  the  latter  Authority  rehoused  10  of  the  families 
in  prefabricated  bungalows.  Later  in  the  year  a  special  allocation  of  30 
iiouses  was  granted  to  enable  the  Council  to  deal  with  the  problem,  and  at 
the  end  of  1949  these  houses  were  in  course  of  construction. 

Council  house  tenants  wishing  to  house  lodgers  are,  in  accordance  with 
their  agreements,  bound  to  make  application  for  such  permission.  Investiga¬ 
tion  is  carried  out  in  all  such  cases  so  as  to  avoid  overcrowding  or  “bedroom 
deficiency”  in  Council  properties. 

(Z>)  Housing  Repairs : 

Action  in  respect  of  repairs  to  dwelling  houses  involved -the  issue  of 
54  Preliminary  Notices  to  owners  in  respect  of  55  properties.  By  the  end  of 
the  year  45  such  notices  were  complied  with  in  addition  to  the  7  outstanding 
at  the  end  of  1948. 
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Demolition  Orders  were  made  in  respect  of  3  cottages  in  the  village  of 
Little  Chesterford  and  1  in  the  parish  of  Stanstcd. 

Five  cottages  at  Great  Chesterford  forming  part  of  a  Clearance  Area, 
made  and  confirmed  in  1938,  became  vacant  and  were  subsequently  demol¬ 
ished  by  the  owners  concerned. 

One  application  was  received  under  Section  2  of  the  Housing  Act,  1949 
for  the  quashing  of  a  Demolition  Order  in  respect  of  a  cottage  at  Radwinter. 
As  the  standard  of  the  premises  satisfied  the  requirements  of  the  Section,  it 
was  decided  to  make  the  necessary  application  to  the  County  Court. 

As  the  results  of  works  carried  out  by  owners  to  properties  at  Little 
Satnpford  and  Debden  the  Undertakings  given  under  Section  11  were 
deemed  to  have  been  complied  with. 

Following  rehousing  of  the  occupiers  by  the  Council  during  the  year 
it  became  possible  for  several  Requisitioned  properties  to  be  released  to  the 
owners  as  indicated  below :  — 

Number  of  properties  under  Requisition  at  31st  December,  1948  40 

Number  of  properties  released  from  Requisitioning  during  the  year  2 

Number  of  properties  under  Requisition  at  31st  December,  1949  38 

Number  of  families  housed  in  Requisitioned  properties  ...  40 


WATER  SUPPLIES 

Of  13  samples  of  water  collected  from  private  sources,  4  proved  to  be 
unsatisfactory.  In  these  cases  notice  was  served  requiring  the  owners  to  con¬ 
nect  to  a  main  supply  and  one  such  notice  involving  3  cottages  has  been  com¬ 
plied  with.  4  other  houses  without  proper  water  supplies  were  provided  with 
main  water  following  preliminary  notices. 

At  Clavering  (Infants)  school,  the  supply  of  water  for  drinking  and 
washing  up  purposes  was  found  to  be  unsatisfactory  and  this  case  was  ref¬ 
erred  to  the  Education  Authorities  for  action. 

Samples  of  water  taken  from  cottages  supplied  from  a  private  borehole 
proved  unsatisfactory  and  investigation  revealed  that  whilst  samples  taken 
from  the  rising  main  were  free  from  pollution,  contamination  was  occurring 
in  the  storage  reservoir,  possibly  due  to  birds  or  rodents.  Steps  were  immed¬ 
iately  taken  by  the  owners,  after  which  the  supply  proved  satisfactory. 


SEWERAGE  AND  DRAINAGE 

During  the  year  plans  were  submitted  in  respect  of  93  private  drainage 
installations  incorporating  a  septic  tank  and  filter.  In  all  but  a  few  cases  these 
proved  acceptable  and  those  installed  appear  to  function  satisfactorily.  On 
the  other  hand,  in  the  case  of  Council  housing  estates  where  groups  of  houses 
are  connected  by  single  installations,  difficulty  is  experienced  in  dealing 
with  the  effluent  in  unsuitable  soils.  This  necessitated  the  continual  ser¬ 
vices  of  a  contractor’s  cesspool  emptying  equipment  at  an  increasingly 
heavy  cost. 
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An  open  ditch  receiving  drainage  from  a  number  of  properties  at 
Elmdon  continued  to  give  rise  to  a  nuisance  in  summer  months  and  it  was 
decided  to  carry  out  the  work  of  covering  the  sewer. 

The  prolonged  drought  causing  the  drying  up  of  the  stream  at  Ashdon 
village  revealed  that  a  large  number  of  properties  discharge  drainage  into 
this  stream.  As  little  can  be  done  to  ameliorate  conditions  until  main  sewer¬ 
age  is  provided,  it  was  decided  to  place  this  parish  in  the  priority  list  when 
the  Comprehensive  Sewerage  Scheme  is  proceeded  with. 

Twenty-nine  Preliminary  Notices  were  issued  regarding  drainage  defects 
and  26  notices  were  complied  with  by  the  end  of  the  year,  including  8  out¬ 
standing  at  the  end  of  1948.  No  Statutory  Notices  were  served. 

A  report  upon  the  unsatisfactory  nature  of  the  sanitary  accommodation 
and  drainage  at  a  Primary  School  in  the  District  was  forwarded  to  the  Educ¬ 
ation  Authorities  who  still  had  the  matter  under  consideration  at  the  end  of 
the  year. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

Refuse  Collection  is  carried  out  by  two  contractors  with  fortnightly 
collections  in  the  parishes  of  Stansted,  Newport,  Great  Chesterford  and 
Littlebury,  and  monthly  collections  in  the  remainder  of  the  District. 

The  contract  in  respect  of  the  Southern  half  of  the  Area  was  put  out 
to  tender  during  the  year  and  the  offer  of  the  existing  contractors  was  ac¬ 
cepted.  In  accordance  with  the  specification  laid  down  a  new  10  cubic  yard 
Bedford  side  loading  vehicle  was  put  into  service. 

Despite  revision  of  the  schedule  of  collections,  difficulties  again  arose 
in  the  Northern  Area,  due  possibly  to  labour  difficulties  and  the  fact  that 
the  public,  even  in  a  rural  area,  make  greater  use  of  refuse  receptacles. 

Tipping  is  carried  out  at  4  disused  chalk  or  gravel  pits  hired  by  the 
Council  and  a  great  improvement  was  effected  at  all  these  by  the  provision 
of  mobile  labour. 

Weekly  collection  of  night  soil  in  the  parishes  of  Great  Chesterford, 
Littlebury  and  part  of  Newport  was  carried  out  satisfactorily  by  private 
contractors.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  when  economic  conditions  allow,  extension 
of  this  necessary  service  to  other  parishes  will  be  provided. 

Salvage  collection  was  continued  despite  difficulties  in  disposing  of 
waste  paper  in  the  latter  half  of  the  year.  In  order  to  overcome  such  diffic¬ 
ulties  in  the  future  a  long  term  contract  was  entered  into  with  Messrs 
Thames  Board  Mills  Ltd. 

In  January,  1949  a  bonus  system  was  commenced  to  encourage  collec¬ 
tion  by  the  refuse  employees.  One  half  of  the  income  derived  from  the  sale 
of  waste  paper  exceeding  4  tons  per  month  is  shared  between  the  six  men 
concerned. 

Figures  indicating  salvage  collected  and  income  derived  from  sale  of 
materials  during  the  past  3  years  are  as  follows :  — 


—14— 


T. 

1947 

C.  Q. 

T. 

1948 

C. 

Q- 

T. 

1949 

C. 

Q- 

Waste  Paper 

51 

14  — 

69 

17 

3 

82 

18 

3 

Bones 

1 

16  — 

2 

4 

2 

— 

15 

— 

Rags 

— 

12  — 

— 

5 

— 

— 

2 

— 

Bottles  and  Jars  ... 

7 

12  — 

3 

— 

2 

— 

10 

— 

Metals 

7 

—  2 

6 

11 

— 

6 

7 

— 

Total  amount 

realised 

£444 

11s.  lOd. 

£512 

5s. 

9d. 

£522 

15s. 

3d. 

INSPECTION  OF  FOOD  AND  FOOD  PREMISES 

,a)  Cowsheds  and  Dairies: 

Sixty-four  visits  were  paid  to  dairy  farms  and  dairy  premises  and  1 1 
informal  notices  issued  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations  were  satis¬ 
factorily  complied  with. 

Close  co-operation  with  the  County  Health  Inspector  was  maintained 
in  connection  with  the  issue  of  “Tuberculin  Tested”  licences,  and  at  6 
farms  the  required  standard  was  attained  after  advisory  visits. 

The  25  “Tuberculin  Tested”  producers  and  13  “Accredited”  producers 
were  sampled  regularly  by  the  County  Council  staff. 

The  Food  &  Drugs  (Milk  and  Dairies)  Act  1944  and  the  Milk  (Special 
Designations)  Act  1949  came  into  force  on  1st  October,  1949  and  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Regulations  made  under  these  Acts  commenced  operation  :  — 

The  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949. 

Replacing  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations  1926  to  1943  they  provide 
for  the  registration  and  control  of  dairy  farms  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 
the  Council  retaining  responsibility  for  the  registration  and  enforcement  of 
the  provisions  in  respect  of  other  dairies  and  dairymen. 

There  are  also  a  number  of  changes  in  the  regulations  relating  to  build¬ 
ings,  cleansing  and  sterilisation  of  equipment,  distribution  of  milk  and  pro¬ 
tection  against  contamination  and  disease. 

The  Milk  ( Special  Designation)  ( Raw  Milk )  Regulations,  1949. 

Under  these  Regulations  producers’  licences  to  use  any  special  designa¬ 
tion  are  issued  by  the  Minister  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  while  licences 
to  dealers  will  continue  to  be  issued  by  the  Council. 

The  special  designation  “Accredited”  will  cease  to  exist  after  1st 
October,  1954. 

The  Milk  ( Special  Designation)  ( Pasteurised  and  Sterilised  Milk)  Regula¬ 
tions  1949. 

Licences  in  respect  of  pasteurised  and  sterilising  establishments  will  be 
issued  by  Food  &  Drugs  Authorities — all  other  licences  being  issued  by  the 
District  Council. 
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Fees  for  all  licences  have  been  dispensed  with. 

Licences  granted  by  the  Council  under  the  Regulations  were  as  follows: 

“Tuberculin  Tested” — Dealer  Licences  (Bottling)  ...  ...  2 

“Tuberculin  Tested” — Dealers  Licences  ...  ...  ...  4 

Ten  samples  of  “Tuberculin  Tested”  Milk  were  forwarded  to  the  lab¬ 
oratories  for  examination.  Of  these  4  failed  to  pass  the  methylene  blue  test, 
but  following  improvements  at  the  2  dairies  concerned  repeat  samples  proved 
satisfactory. 

At  the  request  of  the  County  Council  investigations  were  carried  out 
regarding  milk  supplies  to  three  schools.  Action  lal  en  resulted  in  these 
premises  being  provided  with  “Pasteurised”  or  “Tuberculin  Tested”  Milk. 

MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS 

There  is  no  Ministry  of  Food  abattoir  in  the  District  but  all  animals 
slaughtered  under  Ministry  of  Food  licences  were  dealt  with  in  7  licensed 
slaughterhouses. 

CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 


Cattle 

excluding  Sheep  and 

Cows  Cows  Calves  Lambs  Pigs 
Number  killed  (if  known)  —  —  2  4  240 

Number  inspected  ...  —  —  2  4  240 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases  condemned  —  —  —  —  — 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 

organ  was  condemned  ...  —  —  —  —  3 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease 

other  than  tuberculosis  ...  —  —  —  —  1.2 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned  —  —  —  —  — 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 

organ  was  condemned  ...  —  —  —  —  12 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 

affected  with  tuberculosis  —  —  —  —  5 

Other  foodstuffs  surrendered  as  unsound  and  unfit  for  human  consump¬ 
tion  were  as  follows :  — 

Canned  goods  of  all  descriptions  .  80  tins 

Beef  . . .  85  lbs 

Bacon  .  16  lbs 

Fish  .  11  stones 

Shrimps  .  2  stones 

Malt  . T..  46 \  cwts 

Cheese  .  181  lbs. 

Butter  .  I2  lbs. 

Pork  Pies  .  160 
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FOOD  PREMISES 


Inspections  of  food  preparation  premises  during  the  year  gave  the  in¬ 
dication  that  the  continual  campaign,  both  by  the  Ministry  of  Food  and  the 
British  Tourist  and  Holidays  Board,  together  with  the  awakening  of  public 
opinion,  is  having  a  beneficial  effect  from  the  point  of  view  of  production 
of  clean,  safe  food. 

The  majority  of  the  premises  arc  of  the  small  cafe  type  and  every  op¬ 
portunity  was  taken  to  impress  upon  employers  and  food  handlers  the 
methods  and  technique  necessary  to  reach  a  high  standard  of  food  hygiene. 

This  work  will  be  assisted  by  a  decision  of  the  Food  Executive  Officer 
who  agreed  not  to  recommend  the  issue  of  catering  licences  until  the  applic¬ 
ant  had  obtained  the  Council’s  approval  in  respect  of  the  premises. 

Whilst  no  statutory  action  was  taken  it  was  necessary  to  serve  one  pre¬ 
liminary  notice  regarding  an  unsatisfactory  canteen  kitchen,  and  to  ask  for 
improvements  in  kitchen  layout  and  drainage  at  one  restaurant.  Plans  are 
about  to  be  submitted  for  rebuilding  the  latter  premises. 

At  4  licensed  premises,  the  owners’  attention  was  called  to  the  lack  of 
proper  sanitary  accommodation  and  drainage  Plans  have  now  been  received 
in  respect  of  all  cases  and  works  already  completed  at  one  public  house. 

The  new  Model  Bylaws  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Food  for  securing 
the  observance  of  sanitary  and  cleanly  conditions  and  practices  in  connection 
with  the  handling,  wrapping  and  delivery  of  food  were  under  consideration 
at  the  end  of  the  year.  The  adoption  of  the  Byelaws  will  undoubtedly  prove 
a  forward  step  in  the  clean  food  campaign. 

No  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  notified  in  the  District  during  1949. 
Co-operation  was  extended  however  in  an  endeavour  to  trace  the  source  of 
an  outbreak  of  duck  egg  poisoning  at  a  London  institution.  Samples  of  eggs 
submitted  from  10  producers  in  the  area  proved  negative  however. 


ICE  CREAM 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  number  of  vendors  of  ice-cream  registered  in 
the  District  under  the  Essex  County  Council  Act  totalled  19. 

Premises  are  carefully  inspected  and  the  source  of  supply  checked  be¬ 
fore  approval  is  given. 

Twenty  samples  of  ice-cream  were  submitted  to  the  laboratory  for 
examination — the  results  being  as  follows:  — 

No.  of  samples  placed  in  Grade  I  ...  ...  ...  12 

No.  of  samples  placed  in  Grade  II  ...  ...  ...  6 

No.  of  samples  placed  in  Grade  IV  ...  ...  ...  3 

These  grades  are  Ministry  of  Health  Provisional  Grades  and  it  is 
suggested  that  if  ice-cream  consistently  fails  to  reach  Grades  I  or  II  it 
would  be  reasonable  to  regard  this  as  indicating  defects  of  manufacture  or 
handling  which  call  for  further  investigation. 
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RATS  AND  MICE 


In  July  1949,  as  a  result  of  the  withdrawal  of  the  operator  shared  with 
the  Borough  Council  it  was  decided  to  utilise  the  services  of  the  Essex  Agric¬ 
ultural  Executive  Committee  staff  at  a  contract  rate  of  5/-  per  hour.  A 
summary  of  premises  treated  during  the  year  is  given  below :  — 

Number  of  Premises  Treated  for  Rat  Destruction 
Domestic  Dwellings  Business  Premises  Council  Properties 

67  22  5 

All  refuse  tips  and  sewage  works  were  regularly  treated  and  two  treat¬ 
ments  were  carried  out  to  the  soil  sewers  at  Stansted.  Tests  in  the  sewers  at 
Newport  indicate  that  this  comparatively  new  system  remains  free  of  infest¬ 
ation. 


MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS 

Control  of  tents,  vans  and  sheds  used  for  living  accommodation  is 
effected  both  under  the  Town  Planning  Regulations  and  the  Public  Health 
Act  1936.  Applicants  are  advised  to  obtain  Town  Planning  consent  before 
applying  for  an  annual  licence  under  Section  269  of  the  Public  Health  Act. 

Three  applications  submitted  were  refused  by  the  Council  during  the 
year  and  the  number  of  licences  on  the  Register  totalled  10  at  31st  December. 

A  number  of  travelling  van  dwellers  were  successfully  dealt  with  and  the 
co-operation  of  the  Police  Authorities  in  this  connection  is  much  appreciated. 

Assistance  was  given  to  the  Education  Authority  regarding  sanitary 
accommodation  provided  at  an  International  Camp  at  Newport  during 
August. 


GENERAL 

Informal  action  was  taken  in  respect  of  34  Public  Health  Nuisances 
and  all  were  abated  during  the  year. 

It  was  necessary  to  serve  one  Statutory  Notice  under  Section  83  relating 
to  filthy  and  verminous  premises  but  prosecution,  although  authorised,  proved 
unnecessary. 

D.D.T.  preparations  proved  successful  in  the  treatment  of  8  premises 
found  to  be  infested,  although  in  a  severe  case  of  bed  bug  infestation, 
cyanide  treatment  of  the  premises  and  furniture  was  found  necessary  before 
transfer  of  the  tenant  to  a  Council  House. 

A  further  infestation  of  a  village  school  in  the  winter  by  the  cluster  fly 
(pollenia  rudis)  was  successfully  dealt  with  by  D.D.T.  vapour. 

All  new  Council  Houses  were  treated  with  D.D.T.  vapour  before  occup¬ 
ation  as  a  precautionary  measure. 

Investigations  and  precautionary  measures  carried  out  in  connection 
with  a  number  of  cases  of  acute  anterior  poliomyelitis  caused  much  addi¬ 
tional  work  during  the  late  summer,  and  the  co-operation  of  the  Ministry 
of  Health  was  sincerely  appreciated. 
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CONCLUSION 


The  above  report  indicates  the  multifarious  duties  comprising  the  work 
carried  out  by  the  Council’s  sanitary  officers,  and  the  results  achieved  un¬ 
doubtedly  make  at  least  a  small  contribution  to  the  maintenance  and  im¬ 
provement  of  public  health  conditions. 

I  wish  to  express  my  appreciation  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Council,  the 
Chairmen  of  the  Public  Health  and  Tenancy  Committees,  and  to  members 
of  the  Council  for  their  continued  confidence,  and  to  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  Clerk  of  the  Council,  and  other  colleagues  for  their  helpful  co-opera¬ 
tion. 

My  thanks  are  also  due  to  the  members  of  my  staff  for  their  loyalty  and 

help. 

I  am,  Mr  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

R.  ARMES, 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 


August,  1950 


■ 


